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INTERNATIONAL PrIEiMINAR Y EXAMINATION REPORT 
I. Basis of the report 



I International application No. 

PCT/EP2003/013919 



1 • With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
□ the international application as originally filed 
the description: 



1-8 



pages 



^ , filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



the claims: 
pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



1-6, 8-13 



„ as originally filed 

> as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



the drawings: 
pages 



filed with the letter of 17 December 2004 (17.12.2004^ 



1/3-3/3 



pages 



□ the 



sequence listing part of the description: 



. , filed with the letter of 



> as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



, as originally filed 
_ , filed with the demand 

•» *riui LliC ICLLCr OI 

U the language of a Nation furnished for the purposes of Internationa, search (under Rule 23 1(h)) ^ * 

U the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b) 

U ^language of the translation furnished for the purposes of intemationa! preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

P^nn^V^^ in the international application, the international 

U contained in the international application in written form 
LJ filed together with the international application in computer readable form 
LJ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form 
LJ finished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form 

i^^dtXt^.^^J^S^^ se ^nce listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
U b^CE** *" MM ° n rCCOrded * ™*«" -dable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 

4. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation o£ 
I — | the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the ~~ 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box I) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL ^^IMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



tational application No. 
PCT/EP 03/13919 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (LA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-15 



1-15 



1-15 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

Document DE 198 50 964 A (Dl) is considered the closest 
prior art and discloses the features of the preambles of 
independent claims 1 and 7. 

The subjects of these claims concern the conveying of 
groups of sheets to a sheet separation device. The method 
according to claim 1 and the conveyor device according to 
claim 7, which device is an inclined conveying device, are 
not known from the search report citations and are 
therefore novel. 

The solution to the above problem, as proposed in claims 1 
and 7 of the present application, also involves an 
inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)) because the features of 
the characterizing parts are not known from any of the 
prior art documents . The combination of these features is 
therefore not obvious. 

Claims 2 to 6 and 8 to 15 are dependent on claim 1 and 
claim 7, respectively, and therefore likewise meet the PCT 
requirements for novelty and inventive step. 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) 



